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Strangers in Germany are suspect. To be observed
spells danger. However innocent you are, there is no
greater worry in Germany to-day than being noticed.
As my friend told me about it he laughed:
"I have not the slightest doubt that they all took me
for a Gestapo man. And you should have seen people
blush or go pale at the mere thought of being observed.
They seem never to know whether they have done any
wrong or not."
But members of the public are not the only subjects
of observation. The great number of volunteers who
report to the police and receive regular pay must be
watched too. Some of these civilian helpers of the Ges-
tapo who are often, "in the interests of the law", per-
mitted to proceed against a suspect if no real Gestapo
man is at hand, have produced a new problem for
Himmler and Heydrich.
The Gestapo, State within the State, became diluted
in the first two months of the war and a reconstruction
at this stage seemed inadvisable.
The problem then became this: how to watch the
watchers, how to keep an eye on the eyes of the law.
The solution of the problem was the creation of a super-
Gestapo. Among the vast number of official, semi-official
and unofficial spies among the German people there is
now a group of absolutely trustworthy senior Gestapo
officers, formed into a supreme body with the task of
supervising the Gestapo.
At the same time the concentration camp received a
new and increased importance. Before the outbreak of
war, prisoners confined in camps were employed in build-
ing vast extensions of their own camps. Wistfully they
whispered to each other that a new purge was imminent,
that their ranks would soon be doubled and trebled.